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showed growth along the following lines: (1) increase in
the time spent in social contacts and in the number of chil-
dren involved in these contacts, (2) greater skill in the use
of technics of making social contacts, (3) increase in the
proportion of time spent in active use of material and con-
structive use of equipment, and (4) increase in attention
span with materials and with other children. These aspects
of growth might serve as specific objectives for parents and
nursery school teachers.
Contacts with Other Children. — The two-year-old likes
to be with other children, though he does not like interfer-
ence with his activities. Generally, he prefers to play with
material rather than with other children. This is the age of
parallel play in which he plays near other children rather
than with them. Even with other children available, the
two-year-old child may be expected to play alone more than
half the time. When he does play with other children, it is
usually with a single child.
By the age of five years children more frequently play to-
gether in groups on common projects. Even at five, how-
ever, children observed in the nursery school play with ma-
terial and by themselves one-third to one-half of the time.
Children who have been in the nursery school are usually
at an advantage in making social contacts.
Social interaction between sisters ranging in age from one
year to six years 38 seemed to occur in imaginative play to
a greater extent than in physical play. Among these sisters
signs of distress tended to arouse a sympathetic response in
only a small proportion of instances, though what appeared
to be sympathetic behavior occurred more frequently among
the sisters than among unrelated children in the nursery
school. Affectionate responses of older sisters to younger
sisters were almost three times as frequent as the same kind
of response of younger sisters to older sisters.
The complex nature of sympathetic behavior in preschool
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